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because in that event they would, besides enjoying
a refreshing stimulant and new luxury, drink water
that had been boiled, a most necessary precaution,
but a hopeless one, to suggest to people who re-
gard the element as so pure that it is incapable of
contamination, and drink it without any qualms,
however unfit for human consumption. The
Government, however, has been persevering in the
efforts initiated by Lord Curzon to bring about
this desirable consummation, and it remains for the
slow-moving masses to follow suit.

As at birth and marriage, so at death, there are
many ceremonies. The Hindu must die on the
ground, and the writer of these pages has seen the
ex-minister of a great native State carried from his
bed to lie beside the sacred stream and upon holy
Mother Earth, which nothing can contaminate,
that he might die as a Hindu should, and that his
house might avoid pollution.

Most Hindus burn their dead, and some castes
think that the departed spirit must be stayed with
ceremonies lest it return and jibber about the
precincts, which in its earthly envelope it once fre-
quented. In no long time man is born again to run
another course of mortal life, until at length, after
many rebirths, to be endured with patience and
resignation, the purified spirit qualifies for absorp-
tion into the Divine Essence.

Though the natural demeanour of the native of